A 57-year-old Turkish woman was referred for investigation of bilateral pleural thickening. She had been born in Karakalar in the Afyon area of Anatolia and had lived in Belgium for 23 years. She had never worked and had no past history of smoking or respiratory disease.
There were no remarkable respiratory symptoms and physical examination showed nothing abnormal. The chest radiograph showed bilateral nodular pleural thickening with diaphragmatic calcification. There was no evidence of pleural fluid. Results of laboratory studies, including estimation of arterial blood gases, were all within normal limits. Fibreoptic bronchoscopy showed no tracheobronchial lesions. Tests of lung function showed a mild obstructive ventilatory defect and a normal gas-transfer factor.
An open pleural biopsy was performed, which showed hyaline plaques on the parietal pleura. Histological examination showed that the plaques consisted of avascular hyalinised connective tissue, with a few fibroblasts. There were no signs of malignancy (mesothelioma) 
